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Key Personnel

Coaching Staff:

Emma Hirst:

Emma is the acting Head Coach. She is responsible for the  overall annual program , coaches the senior sessions and most of the junior sessions. She is assisted by Mark, Jackie, Hayley, Paul, Rob and Liz. Emma should be consulted  by any parents with questions about the technical aspects of swimming or the confusing issue of Meets and Galas.

Mark Taylor:

Mark can often be seen poolside during training and competitions. Mark is a volunteer Coach and devotes as much time as he can to the sport he loves. Mark has competed for Great Britain at the Olympics and for Wales at the Commonwealth Games.
Jackie Simpson
Jackie can often be seen poolside during the junior sessions as a Volunteer Coach. Jackie has been coaching at Ferndown since 1997 and is a valued member of the age group section. Jackie’s wealth of knowledge and keen eye for technique makes her an asset to the club.
Rob Healey:

Rob is also a volunteer helper poolside at some junior sessions. Rob is the Army Swimming Team Manager, qualified ASA teacher and is very happy to be part of the Ferndown Otters Coaching staff.
Mandy Hardie:

Once again Mandy can often be seen poolside during training and competitions and is also a volunteer coach. Mandy had a good eye for the technical aspects of the sport.
Committee :

Michelle Wignall:
Michelle is the Club Chairman, Membership Secretary and Swim 21 Co-ordinator although she is more than willing to relinquish the latter roles to new committee members! As Club Chair Michelle takes responsibility for liaising between the Committee and Coaches and under her Swim21 hat makes sure that all aspects of policy, procedures and documentation for the Club are in place. Not only this, Michelle can often be seen in white officiating at competitions. 

Paul Grubb:

Paul is the new Club Secretary and undertakes many duties for the Club. Paul keeps the paper trail and e-mails for the Club going, spending many hours taking minutes and sending letters to the various affiliations of the ASA.  Please let Paul know whenever any of your contact details change.

Paul is also the website administrator. Please advise Paul of any pages or links that may have expired or of any ideas or suggestions as to extra/improved content of the site. 
Amanda Grubb:
Amanda is the club Treasurer and has the unenviable job of keeping control of the Clubs finances. Amanda has a wicked sense of humour and is always willing to muck in and help. Please contact Amanda if you have any issues regarding payments to and from the club.

Keith Cummings:

Keith is our Gala Secretary being the main point of contact in finding volunteers for Galas and Meets across the club. Keith plans galas like the Colours Gala, Club sprints etc. Please seek him out if you’d like to get more involved in helping out at swimming events.

Stuart Platts:
Stuart is the Clubs Dorset County ASA representative; this involves making sure that Ferndown Swimming knows changes that are taking place within the County swimming structure and that Ferndown’s interests are brought to the table amongst the other Dorset Clubs.  Stuart is also responsible for Ranx, the system which stores all results for our swimmers. Please ensure, if you are a new joiner from another club that you pass on your history of results to Stuart. Please also inform Stuart of any unsupported meets you attend so that he is able to record those results too
Jody Mayall:
Jody is our Competition Secretary and is responsible for dealing with club entries to all supported meets and even for unsupported meets where there are sufficient entries to require a single Club Entry.  Please help Jody by getting your entries in to him on time and with the correct payment.  Jody is also responsible for ASA registration so see him with any related queries.

Other volunteer helpers :
Denise Taylor:

Denise is Ferndown’s social secretary. Apart from an active role in sponsorship and fund raising, she also organises our annual Ball. Denise is another ex competitive swimmer and can also be seen assisting Emma on Wednesday evenings. Denise also organises any competitions the Club attends in Wales.
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