National Arena Swimming League Round 1: Sat 9 October 2010
A Team
Saturday saw the start of the National Arena League season. Swim Bournemouth’s A team set off for a midday start at Millfield in the Premier Division. The B team had a 5 o’clock start at the Riverside Leisure Centre, about 60 miles down the M5 in Exeter.

 

With Coach Mark and Coach Jackie in charge of the Exeter gala, Coach Emma and Coach Sam focussed on the Millfield gala. Plymouth B and Swim Swansea are both good teams. Swindon’s SX3 A team has always been a threat too. Few had heard of the last club, Nofio Sir Gar, and fewer yet could pronounce it.

 

The gala kicked off with the Open IM. Naomi, standing in for an off-colour Fi, took third and JJ took 4th. The top places over the next 10 events seemed to be fairly evenly shared across all the teams as first Plymouth B and then Swim Swansea took the lead. Swim Bournemouth’s hard work and consistency across the age groups started to tell as we nosed to the front. Plymouth B showed astonishing strength at the top end for a second team in the Premier league. However it valiant younger ones could not live with Bournemouth or Swansea as these two nosed ahead of the rest. With mere points splitting Bournemouth and Swansea for the entire second half of the gala, the parents bit their nails to the quick as our swimmers dug deeper and deeper. AS the two teams traded top places only their relative scores mattered. Every victory evoked ecstatic cries from the stands and every loss saw hearts sink deeper into nervous chests. Plymouth’s open Men’s team and Nofio’s coach taking part in his canon team provided temporary distraction for Shelly and some of the other Mums but the tension levels were high and rising.

 

Swim Bournemouth’s girls took a hard fought first in the penultimate canon. The boys took 4th in their canon to Swansea’s 2nd. Was this enough? A twitchy quiet settled over the gala As the final results were announced. Hoarse and relieved jubilation broke out in the Otter-Dolphin camp as Swansea were announced in 2nd place. Sim Bournemouth had taken 1st by just 5 points.

Swansea, in fact, took 18 1st place to our 15. We both took 11 2nds. However, our better consistency as indicated by our 14 3rd places to their 6 ensured our victory. Fantastic gutsy swims abounded from our littlest ones such as Jaz Holmes and Matt Collins right up to our senior swimmers such as Zoe Watson and Jack Johnson.

 

First places went to the following:

Jaz H, Grace K, Katie H, Lucy B in the 11U Free Relay.

Alan W, Jamie H, James S, Myles H in the 13U Medley.

Harry T, Steven L, Mikey K, Jay O in the 15U Free Relay.

Cat C, Fran H, Fiona H, Zoe W in the Open Medley.

Katie H in the 11U Back.

Jamie H in the 13U Breast.

Jay O in the 15U Back.

Henry S in the 11U Fly.

Alan W in the 13U Back.

Naomi V in the Open Breast.

Ryan M in the 13U Free.

Zoe W in the Open Free.

Myles H, Ryan M, Jamei H, Alan W in the 13U Free Relay.

Jay O, Jack B, Harry T, Mikey K in the 15U Medley.

Naomi V, Fiona H, Fran H, Lucy K, Fran H, Zoe W in the Open Canon.

 

Final Results:

Swim Bournemouth 179

Swim Swansea 174

Plymouth B 156

Nofio Sir Gar 129

SX3 A 107

 

So very well done to the Dotters or Olphins of Swim Bournemouth for a good kick-off to the NASL season. Some great Pbs and awesome morale are clear indications that the combined training is going well.

 

B Team

About 60 miles south, in the Devon capital of Exeter, news of the A team’s victory spread amongst the gathering B team. Coach Mark, towered above his swimmers - and above Coach Jackie too - as the coalesced team warmed up and the gala started. Our fellow competitors in this Division 2 Gala were West Wilts, Kingsbridge, Dawlish and Torridgeside. The ensuing 50 events showed what a difference perspective makes. From high in the stands, we parents saw the nerves, the work, the few mistakes and the astonishing team effort. Down on poolside and in the other lanes, the rest mostly just saw Swim Bournemouth’s heels . Despite 3 DQ’s - some deserved, some questionable - Swim Bournemouth was in equal 1st with Kingsbridge after 10 events but pulled consistently away to win the Gala by 42 points.

 

There were great swims across the board but particular mention must be made of the senior boys who were a great example to the rest of the team. Noah, celebrated his 14th birthday with a win in the Open Breast. Ben proved what a jolly good fellow his is, by winning the open IM as well the Open Back. Tom had a firm hand on the tiller in the Open Canon. Martin “done good” in his relay legs and Jeff was well able to hold’em off in his Free races.

 

The 29 1st places went to:

Ben F in the Open IM and Open Back.

Jaz OH, Morgan L, Ellie D, Annabelle L| in the 11U Free Relay.

Isaac B, Chris PL, Ethan B, Matt L in the 11U Free Relay and the 11U Medley.

Beth H, Paige C, Steph H, Elizabeth H in the 13U Medley and the 13U Free Relay.

Aaron L, Max E, Elliot W, Jamie G in the 15U Free Relay.

Gemma G in the 11U back.

Matt L in the 11U Back and 11U Free.

Beth H in the 13U Breast.

Jamie G in the 15U Back.

Chris PL in the 11U Fly.

Oscar E in the 13U Back.

Issy F in the 15U Fly.

Phoebe N in the Open Back.

Charlie F in the 11U Breast.

Steph H in the 13U Fly.

Aaron L in the 15U Free.

Noah V in the Open Breast and the 15U Breast.

Jaz OH in the 11U Free.

Elizabeth H in the 13U Free.

Jeff H in the Open Free.

Gemma G, Charlie F, Jaz OH, Morgan L, in the 11U Medley.

Oscar E, Ross W, Harvey T, Spencer W in the 13U Free Relay.

Ellis M, Lisa D, Sam B and Phoebe N in the 15U Medley.

Jamie G, Noah V, Aaron L and Louis B in the 15U Medley.

 

Final results:

Swim Bournemouth 206

Kingsbridge 164

Dawlish 145

West Wilts 114

Torridgeside 112

 

Job well done to our A and B teams. Thanks to our parent support and to the coaches and helpers poolside. This weekend was a great start on which to build for the rest of the season.

