Southern Junior League Round 2:
Not for Emma and her cohort of Diddy Otters the azure coastline and white sands of Bournemouth on the hottest day of 2010. No lazing under blazing skies whilst eating ice-creams and building sand castles. Oh no; for them the journey was inland and to Keynsham to wage battle aquatic!

Round 2 of the SJL saw Otters facing Bournemouth and SX3, both fearsome opponents and equally capable of inflicting crushing victories. Emma gathered her young warriors for warm-up and exhorted them to dig deep and swim bravely.
For 49 events, individual and relay, Otters stepped into the chlorinated mists and onto the start blocks to await the signal to commence the duelling. Roar upon louder roar urged them on as parents stirred excitedly in the stands. Nineteen times Otters triumphed to take first, and in a further thirteen races claimed the consolation of second. Only a few swims earned lower than third place. The final Canon commenced, accompanied by roof-raising cries from the eager parents. This tumultuous hubbub rose to an ear-splitting crescendo as Otters led the field home with an emphatic half-length victory.
As calm returned and Mums and Dads soothed their aching vocal-chords, the points emerged, confirming Ferndown Otters in first place, with 239 points, ahead of SX3, with 202 points and Bournemouth, with 183 points.

Many thanks to Emma and her team for such an enjoyable display of swimming. Thanks to Lucy Kirkham and Clodagh Dear for their support and help. Thanks to our hosts and competitors and a heartfelt thanks to all the parents for their incredible encouragement and boisterous involvement!

Fuel  to Keynsham and back – £14.00
Spectator entry, lousy coffee and snacks -  £10.00
Victory – PRICELESS!!

First places went to:-
Ben S, Kelvin, Ethan and Callum in the 9Yr 4x25 Free and 9yr 4x25 Medley
Morgan, Claire W, Lucy B and Sam G in the 10yr 4x25 Medley and 10yr 4x25 Free
Matt C, Tom A, Henry and Ben S in the 10yr 4x25 Medley and 10yr 4x25 Free
Rebecca, Christy, Petrouchka and Jaz in the 12yr 4x25 Medley and 12yr 4x25 Free
Ben S in the 9yr 25 Free and the 9yr 25 Fly
Alan in the 12yr 50 Fly and 12yr 50 Back
Ethan in the 9yr 25 Breast
Jaz in the 12yr 50 Free
Morgan in the 9yr 25 Back
Kelvin in the 9yr 25 Back
Henry in the 10yr 50 Fly
Christy in the 12yr 50 Breast
Morgan, Ben S, Lucy B, Matt C, Rebecca, Spencer, Christy and Alan in the 8x25 Canon Free.
