Hants & South Coast: Round 1, Sat 11 Sep 2010
It was all a bit rushed, really. Just a week into the new school year and the first Gala was upon us. Still, the team looked strong and the run up the M3 to Basingstoke Aquadrome was clear. Ferndown parents bunched together at the turn end of the pool from whence they issued mighty and booming support.

Warm-ups dispensed, the Hants & South Coast gala kicked off at 6:30. We knew Basingstoke were going to be strong and Alton have shown potential in previous encounters. Our concerns were indeed well founded.  After 5 events Ferndown was just one point ahead; after 10 events we’d given up the lead to Basingstoke who were now two points clear. The next 5 events included a DQ for Ferndown allowing Basingstoke to stretch the gap to 9 points. After 20 events, a DQ for Basingstoke and a resurgence by Ferndown we were neck and neck. At 25 events done, we were just 3 points ahead and the tension amongst the parents was palpable. However, the gala was now entering the relay-heavy section and Ferndown showed its depth. The points gap grew  to 9 at 35 events, 15 at 45 and as high as 20 before finishing – somewhat controversially – at 19 after the full 51 events.

The climactic 8x25 Squadron event was a fiercely fought race; our little ‘uns built up a good lead but Basingstoke’s intermediates clawed this back and sent off their seniors with a slight lead. Noah set off on the final leg with a small deficit and a flurry of arms saw him catch the Basingstoke swimmer. The finish was too close to call from our end and the timing board chose that moment to go on the blink! Basingstoke was given first place but the timing sheets showed a dead heat.

Still, with 23 first places, 16 seconds and 6 thirds, we could afford to be gracious. Ferndown came in the top 3 in  45 out 51 events. We had 2 DQ’s but it was very early in the season and the judges were clearly eagle eyed on the night. There were 17 DQ’s in total and event 46 saw every club except Ferndown and Alton being disqualified for a smorgasbord of transgressions!

It was a great start to this season. Ferndown had to work hard to beat Basingstoke and a similar battle so Isle of Wight take fourth place from Whey Valley. The final points tally was:

Ferndown

253
Basingstoke

234
Alton


179
IOW


147
Whey Valley

141
Andover

 86  

First places went to:

Christy Cole in the U13 50 Breast, U14 100 Free and U14 100 Back.
Ben Samuel in the U11 25 Fly.
Henry Stanbrook in the U12 50 Fly.
Noah Vides in the U14 100 IM.
Elisabeth Hood in the U13 50 Free.
Ben, Kelvin, Ethan, Callum in the U11 4x1 Free and U11 4x1 Medley.
Henry, Oliver, Ben, Matt in the U12 4x1 Free.
Jaz, Paige, Steph, Christy in the U14 4x1 Medley.
Rebecca, Sophie, Jaz, Elisabeth in the U13 4x1 Medley.
Jemma Green in the  U11 50 Back.
Rebecca Cummings in the U12 50 Free and U12 50 Back.
Matt Collins in the U12 50 Free, U13 50 Back and U12 50 Back.
Sam Griffiths in the U11 50 Free.
Charlie Fletcher in the U12 50 Breast.
Kelvin Wong in the U11 50 Breast.
Jaz, Sophie, Rebecca, Christy in the U13 4x1 Free.
Matt, Ethan, Henry, Oliver in the U12 4x1 Medley.

Inspection of the above table will readily reveal that top swims were distributed across the age spectrum, from seasoned campaigners such as Noah and Lizzie, reliable producers such as Matt down to our youngest competitors such as Ben and Jemma.  It should also be noted that not only did Tanya Hughes help poolside, but she also had 3 of her children in the team!

Emma and Jackie were very pleased with a performance as strong as this so early in the season.  Significant pb’s were achieved by Noah, Elisabeth, Rebecca, Sam, Myles and Kelvin.

So, well done to the team for swimming so well and well done to the parents for cheering so loudly. Thanks to Basingstoke for hosting the event and for their tough completion and final thanks to Emma and Jackie for putting the team together.

